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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Input sought in vice president for inclusion search
Creating a transparent and open process is
the goal for the chairs of the search for a vice
president for Inclusion and Equity.
More than 100 students, faculty and staff members attended forums over the summer with the
search firm Greenwood & Associates, Inc., to
share their hopes and dreams for the new position. The firm walked away with a much better
understanding of the richness of GVSU's teaching/learning environment and the strength of
the university's diversity efforts.
In his community address to faculty and staff,
President Thomas J. Haas reiterated his commitment to diversity as a core institutional
value and spoke to the importance of the vice
president for Inclusion and Equity in helping the GVSU community further infuse and
embed diversity into all aspects of campus life.
The new vice president is expected to start in
January and will be responsible for leading
the Division of Inclusion and Equity. This person will develop a university-wide integrated
approach to enhancing diversity awareness and
intercultural competency for students, faculty,
and staff through teaching and professional
development.

A Web site (www.gvsu.edu/vpinclusion) has been launched to solicit
feedback from community members.
Visitors are asked questions about
the characteristics they would like to
see in the new vice president, and the
greatest opportunities and challenges
that new vice president would face.
"We're getting really insightful
comments," said Marlene KowalskiBraun, co-chair of the search.
"Feedback allows the search committee to better represent the views of
the larger Grand Valley community."
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

As the process unfolds, KowalskiBraun said there is some education to
be done regarding the new terminology that is used in the vice presidential position and division.

Marlene Kowalski-Braun, left, and Nanette Reynolds are
co-chairs of the search for a vice president for Inclusion
and Equity. They said input from the campus community
regarding the search is critical to the process.

"We're moving beyond diversity as a descriptor - the words inclusion and equity are
meant to invoke action. Creating a campus that
is inclusive and equitable requires more than
simply having different groups of people present. We want to ensure that diverse voices have
an equal opportunity to shape the future of

Grand Valley," Kowalski-Braun said. "Through
this position and division, and all of the work
that was previously done, we are striving to
continue to make the university 's written commitment to diversity a lived value."
The larger campus community will have the

see 'Web ' on page 4

···-------------------------Across Campus
UW-supported literacy
program helps
GRPS students
More than 70 percent of the children in the
Grand Rapids Public Schools read below grade
level. A partnership between GRPS and Heart
of West Michigan United Way is looking to
reverse that statistic, with some help from
Paula Lancaster, associate professor of education.
The Families and Communities Together for
Students (FACTS) program partners adult volunteers with children in first-third grades for
one-on-one tutoring in reading. The volunteers
work during the school day for 30 minutes a
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week with the students. Each student typically
works with two different tutors during the
week, for a total of an hour of instruction.
Lancaster was a volunteer tutor for two years,
and now she's working with the program to
help improve the tutoring the children receive.
Lancaster worked on a grant in a program
called Strategic Tutoring at the University of
Kansas, and that is the tutoring model that has
been adopted by the FACTS program.
The FACTS program, which is entering its
seventh year, got its start when GRPS received
a grant for a reading intervention program and
needed assistance with recruiting and training
tutors. GRPS statistics show that FACTS has
been a success.

"In every year of the program, students who
have participated in FACTS have made greater
reading gains than those who have not participated," said Fritz Crabb, director of literacy
initiatives for Heart of West Michigan United
Way.
The program is part of United Way's new
Focused Impact program, which concentrate
on early childhood and literacy programs in an
attempt to address the root causes of social ills
and "move the needle on key community indicators," Crabb said.
"What has happened over the years is people
who have invested in United Way say to us

continues on page 2

2 Forum I September 10, 2007

Across Campus
continued from page 1
'What are you doing in our community to get at some of the root causes
of poverty and some of the social ills that we fund?" Crabb added.
For this year's United Way Campaign, which runs October 1-15, there 's
both a monetary goal and a goal of recruiting volunteers for FACTS. The
program has had between 1,000 and 1,500 volunteers a year - this year's
goal is to have 2,000 volunteer tutors, Crabb said. All of the material is
prepared for the volunteers, and participating schools are required to have
a half-time paraprofessional coordinator and adequate space for tutoring.
Potential volunteers are asked to visit www.waybetterunitedway.org and
click on FACTS to register for a mandatory two-hour public training.
Then, they are able to select one of 17 schools that is most convenient for
them to do their service.

Correction
The location for the College of Community and Public Service
Undergraduate Advising Center was listed incorrectly in last week's issue.
It is in room 261 C of DeVos Center.

Myriad of projects focus on
poverty, economic justice
An Annis Water Resources Institute researcher is helping Muskegon
County focus on sustainability to help its economic growth. Faculty from
engineering, biology and marketing will host "World Day" and help participants realize what it's like to live on $1 a day. A liberal studies professor will have her classes construct a Habitat for Humanity house.
These are a few examples from a yearlong project, "Conversations
on Poverty and Economic Justice," sponsored by the College of
Interdisciplinary Studies with support from many campus departments.
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Susan Mendoza-Jones, director of
Integrated Learning, said the idea behind
the theme sprung from events already
planned. For example, the campus community reading book is The Glass Castle,
Jeannette Walls' memoir of growing
up in a dysfunctional family. Grand
Valley's theater department will perform
"Nickel and Dimed," Joan Holden 's
production of life stories of the working
poor and based on the book by Barbara
Ehrenreich.

Grand Valley Maga zine is published quarterly

Grand Valley State University is an
affinnative action/equal opportunity institution.

JUSTICE

Paul Lane, professor of marketing, was one of a trio of faculty who
planned World Day on September 22. They will take students to a camp in
Holland where they organized teams and learned to live for a day on just
pennies. John Koches, AWRI associate research scientist, is a member of
Sustainable Muskegon Metro, a committee dedicated to developing a sustainable strategy for greater Muskegon. He and others spent the summer
drafting and researching indicators for a prosperity index.
Mendoza-Jones said these projects, and others, are excellent resources
for student and faculty/staff participation, one of the goals of the
Conversations series. A schedule of events focusing on poverty and
economic justice is online at www.gvsu.edu/cois (click on the conversations button).

···--------------------------

GVFaces
Hannah Mohnke
Human Resources health and
wellness intern
One of the duties of health and wellness intern
Hannah Mohnke is to motivate faculty and staff
members to get out from behind their desks and participate in a number of health and wellness programs
offered by Work Life Connections.
Mohnke works with Work Life Consultant Sue Sloop
to plan a variety of programs ranging from incentivebased fitness races to discussions about balancing
home and work. "We try to do fun events to stimulate them," she said.
Mohnke has helped coordinate events encouraging
staff and faculty to wear pedometers and track how
many steps they walk each day. She also helped
coordinate a virtual race, in which participants could
do whatever kind of exercise they want, and it would
be translated into a number of steps. The first one
whose step count measured the actual distance it
takes to get to Comerica Park won a night on the
town in Detroit.
The Lunch and Learn Brown Bag series, she said,
is a series of hour-long lectures on numerous topics
like Alzheimer's disease awareness, weight loss tips
and smoking cessation.

for the university community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.

POVERTY &ECONOMIC

Many faculty members have embraced
the project. Melissa Baker-Boosamra,
liberal studies faculty member, has planned several work days for her
classes to help build a Habitat for Humanity house in Grand Rapids. "I
hope through the work days, they see how connected we all are," she said.
"They'll see first-hand that there are people struggling as a result of economic and political systems and hopefully then feel compelled to become
involved."

GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow.

GRAND VALLEYII

conversations on

"I'm having a blast," she said. "It's so much fun . The
best part of the job is seeing everything come togeth-

er as the school year
kicks off. Getting a lot of
interest and participation
is great, too."
Mohnke, a junior majoring in exercise science,
said the hardest part of
her job is making sure
the behind-the-scenes
work is complete.
Hannah Mahnke
" It takes a lot of work,"
she said. "I hope to just
have everything run smoothly, have everyone enjoy
the events, and get more people to come."

Mohnke enjoys physical fitness, and in her spare
time can be found outside, either rollerblading or
walking.
"I love to go to the beach," she said. "I'm definitely
a summertime girl."
Mohnke said this opportunity is letting her see the
corporate side of health and wellness. "This will prepare me for just about any job after I graduate," she
said.
For a list of events and programs sponsored by Work
Life Connections, visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness
or call x18011.
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What·s Ahead
Yoga series begins
Two Yoga in the Workplace series begin
today, at noon in the Cook-DeWitt Center and
6:45 a.m. in the David D. H~nting YMCA on
Lake Michigan Drive.
The classes are offered twice a week and will
run for 13 weeks. Cost is $75 to participate;
register by contacting Sue Sloop at x18011 or
sloops@gvsu.edu.

"Seniors Moving Smarter," sponsored by Work
Life Connections, is planned for Thursday,
September 13, in the Kirkhof Center, room 104;
and September 18 in the De Vos Center, room
302C. Both sessions will begin at noon.
Liz McCulloch, a social worker with experience in home care, will lead an interactive
discussion. Register for either session online
at www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and click on
"Workshops and Registration."
Photo by Courtney Newbauer

Arts at Noon begins
Wednesday
Grand Valley's Music Department will host a
myriad of artists during a series of free concerts
at noon.
Arts at Noon begins Wednesday, September
12, with a performance by university carillonneur Julianne Vanden Wyngaard on the Cook
Carillon.
The series continues on September 20 at noon
with the Borealis Woodwind Quintet. Their
2006 CD release, "A La Carte 2006," was a
Grammy nominee for Best Classical Chamber
Music Performance. Members of the ensemble
are Katherine Fink, flute; Tamar Beach Wells,
oboe; Kathryn Taylor, clarinet; Wayne Hileman,
bassoon; and Dan Culpepper, horn.
For more information on all Arts at Noon
events, visit www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar or call
x13484.

Panelists will discuss
'N' word during lecture
The NAACP has buried it. New York City
banned it. Next week, four people will discuss
the "N" word during the first Professionals of
Color Lecture Series at Grand Valley.
Sponsored by Grand Valley's Office of
Multicultural Affairs, "The 'N' Word, the
'B' Word, and Beyond" is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 12, from 4-6 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. The event
is free and open to the public.
The panelists are Karrine Steffans, former hiphop music video performer; Benjamin Chavis,
co-founder of the Hip-Hop Summit Action
Network; Joan Morgan, author and journalist;
and Raymond Winbush, director of the Institute
for Urban Research at Morgan State University.
Connie Dang, OMA interim director, said the
panelists will help audience members examine
their feelings about racial slurs and discuss
whether public outcry over such language can
cause the words to disappear. For more information about the "'N' Word" event, call x12177.

Elder care discussion
planned
The first in a series of brown bag seminars
about elder care will focus on helping loved
ones move from their homes to another setting.

FAC Academic Lecture
brings award-winning
author
Jamaica Kincaid, a celebrated author who
appeals to audiences across generations and
ethnic boundaries, is among the artists, authors
and musicians scheduled for the 2007 Fall Arts
Celebration at Grand Valley.
The Distinguished Academic Lecture featuring
Kincaid, "On Writing," is at 7 p.m. September
18 at the Eberhard Center, Pew Grand Rapids
Campus. Kincaid has been a visiting professor
at Harvard University since 1992.
Born in Antigua,
Kincaid's literary voice
echoes her experiences
as a strong-minded
girl born into tropical
poverty, her tempestuous relationship with
her mother as she grew
up under the colonial
rule of England, and
Jamaica Kincaid
the journey to find her
own way in the world.
Kincaid left Antigua at 17 to work as an au pair
for an upper-class New York City family. After
brief studies, she began writing for the Village
Voice and Ingenue magazine, then became a
New Yorker staff writer.
The impact of economic globalization on
a developing country was the focus of her
award-winning book, A Small Place, which
inspired the 2001 documentary, Life and
Debt. Her books include At the Bottom of the
River, Autobiography of My Mother, and Mr.
Potter among others. She was elected into the
American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2004.
The Fall Arts Celebration continues with "No
Blind Date: A Two Person Exhibition," featuring Jo Hormuth and John Phillips, which opens
with an October 4 reception and runs through
November 2. For Fall Arts Celebration event
details visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call
x12180.

Women's Commission
plans fall celebration
Grand Valley's Women's Commission invites
faculty and staff members to the annual
fall Women's Welcome Reception, set for
September 20 at noon in the Kirkhof Center,
Grand River Room.
Lisa Sweany, senior associate athletic director,

Women's Commission members are pictured;
back row, left to right, Pat Oldt, Sue Sloop,
Ashley Nickels, JoAnn Wassenaar, Shara/le
Arnold, Gwenden Dueker; front row, left to
right, Darrhonda Scott-Jones, Linda Yuhas,
Priscilla Kimboko, Michele Coffill, Liz Eubanks,
Sulari White and Connie Ingham.

will give the keynote address. A light lunch will be
served; RSVP by sending an e-mail to womenctr@
gvsu.edu or calling x12748. Co-sponsors of the
event are Office of Planning and Equity, Women's
Center, Positive Black Women and Women and
Gender Studies. Information and representatives
from these groups will be available.
The Women's Commission meets on the first
Thursday of each month in the Kirkhof Center,
room 242. New members are welcome. Sharalle
Arnold, commission chair, said the group continues to focus on issues relevant to women on
campus, including family friendly policies and
advancement opportunities for staff members.
Following the reception, the Women's
Center will hosts its annual art reception from
1:30-3 p.m. in the KirkhofCenter, room 161.
Visitors can meet the artists whose work is
displayed in the center. Artists are Monica
Johnstone, CLAS director of communications
and advancement, and students Jaya Marsh,
Sarah VanOtterloo, Tatiana Dillard, Rosie Case,
Misty Minna, Paula Rubingh, Amanda Dinkel,
Hankondo Sibalwa and Sarah Bosman.

KCON plans retirement
party for dean
The campus community is invited to a reception
honoring Phyllis Gendler as she retires as dean
of the Kirkhof College of Nursing.
The reception
is scheduled for
September 20,
from 4-7 p.m.
in the Alumni
House. A brief
program will
begin at 5 p.m.
RSVP for the
event by sending
an e-mail to Ruth
Ann Stone at stoner@gvsu.edu.

Phyllis Gendler

Gendler joined Grand Valley 's faculty in 1973
and was named dean of the nursing program in
2001. She plans to work with nursing faculty
members to continue developing the college's
gerontology initiatives and give more attention
to osteoporosis research.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through Sept. 21
Gallery Hours: "Line/Edge/Influence: Works on
Paper by Bill Hosterman and Friends." 1121
PAC. Call x12564 for more information.

Day of Caring. Call x12748 for information.

x12447 for more information.

Wed., Sept. 12

Fri., Sept. 14

6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. David D.
Hunting YMCA. Call x18011 for more information.

11 a.m.: Steel Water Dedication and Luncheon.
235 Louis St. Grand Rapids. Call 616-2345605 for more information. Celebration for
Cyril Lixenberg follows. 820 Monroe St.

9 a.m.: Excellence Series. "Today's
Nontraditional Student." 107C DEV. Call
x12215 for more information.

Sat., Sept. 15

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call
x12233 for more information.

5:30 p.m.: UClub Tailgate Social. Irwin Lot. Call
x13311 for more information.

Noon: Arts at Noon. Julianne Vanden Wyngaard,
carillon. Call x13484 for more information.

7 p.m.: Latino Student Union Semi-Annual
Dinner and Dance. 250 KC. Call x12177 for
more information.

Mon., Sept. 10
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. David D.
Hunting YMCA, Lake Michigan Drive. Call
x18011 for more information.
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. CDC. Call x18011
for more information.
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event:
Collaborations. LAT, PAC. Carillon prelude
concert, 7:20 p.m. Call x12180 for more
information.

Tues., Sept. 11
9 a.m.: Women's Center sponsors United Way
Day of Caring. Call x12748 for transportation
information.
Noon: GVSU Quilters. 104 KC. Call x18125 for
more information.

4 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture. "The 'N'
Word, the 'B' Word, and Beyond." Grand
River Room, KC. Call x12177 for information.

Sports

Thurs., Sept. 13

Thurs., Sept. 13

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club room, DEV. Call xl 7337 for
more information.

7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Lake Superior State
University.

Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag
Series. "Seniors Moving Smarter." 104 KC.
Call xl8011 for more information.

Fri., Sept. 14
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Michigan Technological
University.

Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. CDC. Call xl8011
for more information.

Sat., Sept. 15

2:30 p.m.: Latin American Studies presentation.
"A Theory of Child Welfare in Argentina," by
Donna Guy. 204 KC. Call x18065 for more
information.

4:30 p.m.: Thursdays w/U Reception. University
Club room, DEV. Call x16620 for more information.

4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Northern Michigan
University.

2:30 p.m.: Women's Center sponsors United Way

5 p.m.: LGBT Fall Reception. 1121 PAC. Call

7 p.m.: Football hosts University of Findlay.

---------------------------•••--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches

Sketches
Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physical therapy and liberal studies, was appointed to
the editorial board of Gait and Posture.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement
science, was elected president of the National
Council for the Accreditation of Coaching
Education.
Richard Stoelzel, associate professor of music,
was the featured soloist in several concerts at
the International Trumpet Guild Conference held
this summer at the University of Massachusetts

in Amherst. Stoelzel also was the featured trumpet clinician at Bands of America held at Illinois
State University.
Sue Swartzlander, professor of English, Honors
College, wrote an article, "'Thus to Revisit or
Thus to Revise-It': Ernest Hemingway, Defiant
Disciple," published in Ford Madox Ford's
Literary Contacts.
Corey Anton, associate professor of communication, won the 2007 Walter Benjamin Award
for Outstanding Article in the Field of Media
Ecology for "Playing with Bateson: Denotation,
Logical Types, and Analog and Digital

Communication," published in the American
Journal of Semiotics.
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy and East
Asian Studies, was invited by UNESCO to
present at the opening plenary session and to
organize a roundtable on Chinese civilization
at the next World Public Forum "Dialogue of
Civilizations" on the Rhodes Island, Greece. He
will also present a paper, "Human Dignity as an
Achievement - A Confucian Approach," at the
Pathways of Human Dignity conference organized by the European Science Foundation, in
Sweden.

---------------------------•••--------------------------Web site available for comments on search for new vice president
continued from page 1
opportunity to meet the finalists October 15-18.
Open sessions are being planned on both the
Allendale and Pew campuses. Look for more
detailed information in the coming weeks on the
search Web site and in the Forum.

Greenwood & Associates, Inc., the search firm
that is assisting GVSU noted that, while chief
diversity officers are becoming more common in
higher education, Grand Valley is one of the first
regional four-year public universities to hire a
person at the senior leadership level. The search

firm has led searches for chief diversity officers
at institutions like the University of Michigan,
University of Georgia, University of CaliforniaBerkeley and University of Missouri-Kansas
City.

